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a There is an interesting postscript to the account of the healing 

ng of the lame man as recorded in Acts. We are told that “the man was 

e- above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed” 

as Be (Acts 4:22). There is more than passing significance in this statement. 

ns When anything extraordinary happens to anybody over forty, it is 

I] worth an extra verse! 

rie Most people get in a rut by forty; they rust in the groove. Life 
may begin at forty . . . it did in this case .. . but a great many other 
things begin then. In the Christian life, rigor mortis often sets in! 
This is an age of youth movements. The accent is on youth. Churches 

le want young pastors and, if they don’t get one, Henry Hallam Tweedy 

SS says they are likely to lament, like the elder son in the parable of the 

= prodigal, “Thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with 

m. my friends”! 

ht 

“ The first half of life we are romantic. The second half finds us 

4 rheumatic—mostly. Anyway, the psychology of the thing is against 

~ a new start, so the forty-year-olds sit tight at church and let youth 

or walk the aisles. 

= But the middle mile, not the start or the finish, is the hardest part 

it, of the journey. The middle mile, when the first flush of enthusiasm 

L. has died and the joy of journey’s end has not yet come, when the 
sunrise glow has disappeared and the sunset does not yet flush the 
western sky—that is the test of the traveler. 

g- —Vance Havner 
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The Aging — Personally, I prefer 
to call them Senior Citizens. In any 
case, at this time of the year, at least 
some of our older members come in 
for special attention: retired ministers 
and their families, who benefit from 
the Joy Gift. This issue of the 
JOURNAL bears the fragrance of 
lilacs and old lace: from the News 
section to the Church at Home the 
emphasis is on the Care of the Aging. 









A couple of verses on the subject 
of “Age” have come to us trans- 
lated from the Japanese: 


Old age is not a friend I care to see. 

If some day he should come to visit 
me, 

I’ll bar the door and shout, 

“Most honored guest, I’m out!” 

On some unknown tomorrow, 
knew 

That I must tread the universal way. 

Yet did I never know and feel it true, 

That tomorrow e’er could be today! 


well I 





A communication from an elect 
lady, who gave her age as 87, ar- 
rived this week. She did not sign her 
letter. She spoke warmly of the 
JOURNAL and of what it had meant 
to her for many years. Then she 
said a curious thing: “But I think 
you are mistaken in that you try to 
make the Confession of Faith infallible 
with the Bible. The Confession is 
only man-made. We must return to 
the Bible which is our only inspired 
Guide”. After giving it some thought 
I am going to venture a guess: some- 
body has been talking to that aged 
saint. 


And I don’t especially like the quib- 
les of unbelief that this person — 
ably described by the Apostle Jude, 
by the way — has been whispering 
into her ear. By way of reply I 
would say this to her: I once took a 
solemn oath that I believed the Con- 
fession of Faith to be a faithful in- 
terpretation of the Bible. Didn’t 
your informant? 
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KOREA — Spending the day with 
a young Korean, I discovered that 
he had been a prisoner of the North 
Korean army for about three years, 
}in and about the city of Pyeng-yang. 
'He had been allowed a surprising 
ifreedom of movement, in which he 
{ad been able to observe church life 
in North Korea at that time — in- 
finitely worse today. He spoke of 
} Christian communities, where the pas- 
\tor lived and served in secret, and of 
'Bible women who ostensibly went 
‘from house to house peddling socks 
or pencils whereas in reality they were 
visiting the congregation, encouraging 
church members in their secret faith 
and collecting food to support the pas- 
stor. One wonders how much of this 
ikind of life each of us American Chris- 
tians could stand. 
—Joe B. Hopper 





CONGO —Prayer is the first thing 
when the seven-thirty bell rings and 
)our first class of the day begins. Every 
iclass is begun with prayer. This class 
is a study of the Gospels — not a 
study to know only the contents of 
the books, but a study to know Him 
whom the books reveal. These are 
students in the Evangelistic School, 
young, immature, yet seeking. Seek- 





| }students 


ing a new life in an age of many 
changes and much interest. We have 
the privilege of presenting to these 
the New Life: eternal, 
[cine and victorious. We are not 





teaching only the academic material 
of the Gospels, but we are seeking 
i: bring these young people into a 
vital relationship with the Lord Jesus. 
—William T. Mulcay 


; 


‘ 





JAPAN — About 1,030 Japanese 
pastors and some 900 foreign mission- 
aries, gathered in Tokyo for the Ja- 
pan Protestant Centennial Convention, 
voted this fall to investigate the pos- 
sibility of sending Japanese mission- 















Methodist Georgia 
Conferences Get 


Land Gift For Aged 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (RNS) — A 
gift of 392 acres of land in Americus, 
Ga. will be made to the North and 
South Georgia Methodist Conferences 
for a proposed home for the aged. 


The property will be transferred 
to the Methodists by the Rock of Ages 
Homes, Inc. It was left by the late 
Mrs. Kate Witte of Americus as a site 
for a home for elderly people. For 
several years such a home was operat- 
ed by the Rock of Ages, but the house 
erected for that purpose gradually 
came to be used as a private residence. 


Trustees of the Rock of Ages felt 
that in transferring the land to the 
Methodist conferences the wishes of 
Mrs. Witte would be better carried out. 





Illinois Lutherans Planning 
Four Homes For Aged 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill, — (RNS) — 
Four homes for the aged in downstate 
Illinois are planned by the United 
Lutheran Social Mission Society, the 
Rev. Milton G. Moore of Chicago, ex- 
ecutive director, said here. 


One of the homes, he said, is near- 
ing completion at Park Ridge, a Chi- 
cago suburb. Another, to be built in 
Springfield, will accommodate 50 el- 
derly persons at a cost uf about $500,- 
000. Details of the other two struc- 
tures were not disclosed. 


Mr. Moore was here to make plans 
for the Springfield home. He met 
with leaders of the local United Com- 
munity Services planning division, as 
the UCS annual drive will include an 
allotment for the Lutheran home. 





aries to other nations of Asia. The 
Japanese Church has occasionally sent 
out missionaries in the past, but there 
has been no concentrated program. 
The group which passed this resolu- 
tion is representative of the Evangeli- 
eal Christian churches in Japan. 
—Harold Borchert 
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ae Care For The Aging In The News 


Latest Developments 


CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex. —(PN)— 
A green light has been given to pro- 
ceed with planning and solicitations 
to establish several small homes for 
the aging over the South Texas Pres- 
bytery. 


The action came in the stated meet- 
ing of the Presbytery last month. 
“Our aim,” said G. W. Crofoot, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Presbytery, 
“is to set up a number of smaller 
homes, rather than the large, institu- 
tional-type establishments.” 





BREMEN, Ind. (RNS — The Evan- 
gelical and Reformed churches of this 
area have purchased an 18-acre tract 
south of Bremen as the site of a pro- 
posed home for the elderly. The 
group hopes that ground for the first 
building will be broken by fall, 1960. 





PHILADELPHIA, Pa. (RNS) 
The Pennsylvania Ministerium of the 
United Lutheran Church has just dedi- 
cated a new $1,000,000 wing for its 
Home for Aged and Orphans, climax- 
ing the institution’s centennial year. 
Known as the Schaffer Memorial Cen- 
tennial Pavilion, after the founder of 
the home, the addition, along with a 
renovated existing unit, is primarily 
designed as a residence for elderly 
persons. Unlike many homes, the fa- 
cility will care for the crippled and 
the bedridden, as well as those who 
are physically active. 





MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS) —A 
single congregation of the Lutheran 
Church will undertake to build a 
$650,000 home for the aged here. 
The Mount Olivet Lutheran Church 
intends to begin construction of the 
new home — with 36 single and 21 
double units — on church property 
next to a 39-bed infirmary it now 
operates. The project will be fi- 
nanced with a 40-year bank loan of 
$550,000 by the Federal Housing Ad- 
ministration. The Mount Olivet con- 
gregation, with almost 10,000 mem- 


bers, is the largest Lutheran congre- 
gation in the nation. 





FRANKFORT, Ind. — (RNS) — 
Northwest Indiana Methodist Confer- 
ence has awarded a $2,000,000 con- 
tract to start construction here of the 
first unit of Wesley Manor, a home 
for the aged. 


Expected to be completed by the 
spring of 1961, the brick and stone 
structure will include 136 dwelling 
rooms and 14 separate hospital rooms. 
Planned additional units to the center 
are expected to provide accommoda- 
dions for more than 300 elderly per- 
sons, at a total cost of some $4,- 
000,000. 





Homes And Taxes 


DENVER, Colo. — (RNS) — Col- 
orado’s attorney general has been 
asked to decide whether a church- 
sponsored apartment house for the 
elderly can be considered a charitable 
organization. 


The Campbell-Stone Memorial Resi- 
dence, built and maintained by the 
Denver Association of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), peti- 
tioned the city to remove the property 
from the tax rolls. 


Residence attorneys claim the facil- 
ity falls within a Colorado law exempt- 
ing charitable institutions from real 
estate taxation. The city assessor has 
refused to comply with the request. 


The Denver city attorney sought the 
state’s answer before the city Board 
of Equalization’s scheduled hearing 
on the matter. 


“This type of case is without pre- 
cedent in Colorado,” Deputy Attorney 
General Frank Hickey said. He said 
a decision by the attorney general 
will affect similar old age residences. 


Residents in the Denver home pay 
a $600 fee on entering. The fee is 
returnable when the tenant leaves or 
dies. 


Tenants pay $48 to $80 monthly 
rent, depending on the type of accom- 


modations, ranging from a_ buffet 
apartment to 2-bedroom, kitchen 
apartments. 


“Admittedly these rates are lower 
than those charged by similar organi- 
zations,” Assistant City Attorney 
Keith Peterson said in a letter asking 
for the state ruling. 


Housing Tax For Music, 


Education, Ministers Clarified 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
A clergyman who is employed as min- 
ister of music or religious education 
is eligible to exclude from federal 
income tax a housing allowance that 
is paid him in lieu of a parsonage, the 
Internal Revenue Service declared 
here. 


However, those employed in such 
church positions are not eligible unless 
they are ordained as ministers of the 
Gospel, fully authorized to perform 
all sacerdotal duties customary to 
their denomination. 


These, and other details, are spelled 
out in official regulations for the first 
time by the Internal Revenue Service. 


Among the points explained is that 
a “minister of religion’? must be or- 
dained and be employed in duties as- 
sociated with a church or church-re- 
lated institution. A minister of mu- 
sic, even though he have a doctorate 
in sacred music, does not qualify un- 
less ordained. He must in such event, 
not only pay tax on his housing al- 
lowance, but also on the rental value 
of any living quarters which are sup- 
plied him by the church. 


Graham Africa Campaigns 


NIGERIA, West Africa — The com- 
pleted schedule for the meetings to be 
addressed by Billy Graham in his visit 
to West Africa early in 1960 include 
large public meetings in eight cities 
in the three countries of Liberia, 
Ghana and Nigeria. 


In each of the cities visited by Mr. 
Graham, only one or two public meet- 
ings will be addressed by the evan- 
gelist, but a preliminary campaign o 
approximately one week’s duration 
will be conducted in each city by a 
member of the team. 





First “Operation Handclasp” 
Ship Arrives In Korea 


PUSAN, Korea — (RNS) — Eighty 
tons of relief goods privately donated 
by U. S. churches arrived here as the 
first major shipment to Korea under 
“Operation Handclasp.” 


The shipment included building sup. 


plies, clothing, water systems, food, 
sewing machines, washing machines, 
refrigerators and supplies of all kinds 


Distribution will be made through 


the various missionary groups work- J 


ing in Korea. 





THE READERS ASK 


(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask,” c/o the JOURNAL) 


Q. Could a Presbyterian be a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 


A. We would have thought that 
such a question hardly required an 
answer, but it has come in from a 
surprising number of readers so we 
venture to reply. 


In our opinion, neither a Presby- 
terian nor a Christian could be a sin- 
cere Communist or a member of the 
Party the latter distinction belong- 
ing to relatively few Communists 
themselves. Anyone who thinks so 
either is mistaken about Communism 
or about Christianity. 





Too many Americans apparently 
equate Communism with a political 
party — a mistake made nowhere else 
in the world. Even in the remote 
regions of the world Communism is 


recognized as a philosophy of life an¢}/ 


of history equal to a religion. 


You might as well wonder if Sen 
Robert A. Taft, as Mr. Republican 
could have been a socialist at the 
same time. Or if Cardinal Spellmar 
could be a Shriner. The thought is 
intrinsically absurd. 


The 1954 Assembly called on Pres- 


byterians to stand unalterably against! 
Communism and all that it represents. | 


Should the opportunity arise, we cer- 
tainly would do everything in our 
power to prevent any Presbyterian 
from wandering so far afield as even 
to consider joining a Communist 
group. And if any should be known 
to have so wandered it would be the 
duty of his Christian brethren patiently 


to seek to lead him from the error of 


his way. 
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| A HOPEFUL NEW DAY 
FOR THE AGING 





A new day is approaching in our un- 
derstanding of the process of aging 
with its accompanying problems and 
its joys. For the first time there is 
widespread public interest, resulting 
in the establishment of increasing 
numbers of homes for the aged by 
church groups as well as by the state. 
Formerly accepted ideas in the field 
of gerontology (a word incidentially, 
which does not even appear in dic- 
tionaries prior to World War II) are 
being discarded in favor of newer and 
more realistic concepts. Exhaustive 
surveys in the area of care for the 
aged have been made, the results of 
which are available to any who may 
care. 


REV. CHARLES ROBERT TAPP 


In this regard the Church has been 
called back to a duty which she has 
had from her early days, but from 
which she had unexplainably departed. 
There is a real sense in which the 
Church should be ashamed of her 
lethargy in coming to recognize her 
responsibility for her aging members. 
Let it be said to her shame that the 
so-called “outside world” has had to 
lead the way, in this instance calling 
her to her God-given duty. It is en- 
couraging to see our own denomina- 
tion somewhat slowly but surely mov- 
ing in the right direction. The Syn- 
ods of Georgia, North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, South Carolina, Florida, among 
others, have either established or are 


of concern. And active steps are be- 
ing taken to remedy a situation in 
which our senior citizens are too 
often put on the shelf without regard 
for the vast service and leadership po- 
tential remaining. 


A hopeful new day for the aging is 
also dawning in the Homes which our 
Church has established and is sup- 
porting. These will always be main- 
tained primarily for those with special 
needs, e.g. those who cannot live alone; 
those who need special help or nursing 
attention; certainly those whose in- 
come will not permit them to live 
comfortably elsewhere, especially in 
times of prolonged illness. 


up- in the process of establishing Homes 


0d for the Aged. 
_ The growing interest that we can 


However, the outlook for our Homes 
is much more cheerful than the above 


: paragraph would indicate. Tod " 
A hopeful new day for the aging POE Sti e oday re 


nds detect is due, of course, to the fact 
that the number of our “senior citi- 
zens” is increasing. The average life- 
expectancy has been pushed forward 
so far that multiplied millions of peo- 
ple are living several decades longer 
— often in robust health — than 
did their forefathers. What to do for 
their support and care is the issue. 


certainly is in sight insofar as Presby- 
terians are concerned. Our denomina- 
tion has established a new “Division 
of Homes and Christian Welfare” of 
the Board of Church Extension, to 
which Mr. Gordon A. Hanson has 
come as director. The Board of Ed- 


ucation is beginning to publish help- 


tired couples and unattached folk in 
splendid health are finding in our 
Homes congenial surroundings for 
their active interests. These Homes 
are providing not only care, but op- 
portunities for Christian fellowship, 
for service and for increasing produc- 
tivity. Any who may harbor outdated 


ideas of what a Home for the Aged 


ful literature in this particular area 











is should visit one of our up-to-date 

L) Homes. 

“ We do not pretend to have all the 
answers in the matter of establishing 
and maintaining Homes for the Aged, 

/ but certain principles are being ham- 

Sen. |j mered out on the anvils of experience 

can which the Church at large should 

the share. 

mat 

t 1 In the first place, it is being uni- 

| versally acknowledged that as the need 
for Homes grows, these should grow 

—_ in number rather than in size. There 
atl is a practical limit to the size of such 
ate | a place, else it becomes an “institu- 
ase. tion” in the older more unpleasant 
sa sense of that word. You cannot deal 
oon with the aging “en masse.” 

ow Secondly, you cannot automatically 

nist place all senior citizens in the same 

OWT category. For some a Home away 

the from home is the answer to their 

aa needs. It is not the answer for others. 

r ol@ 


A selfless person who chooses to live 


Interior of Presbyterian Home, Summerville, S. C. in a Home, to “give of himself” to- 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk’s Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Moar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


R. E. McCormick, Mor.-Prop. OHIO 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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wards its success and to the “family” 
circle therein will discover himself in 
one of the happiest environments he 
has known. A selfish person, on the 
other hand, quickly discovers that he 
cannot continue being selfish and find 
happiness in a Home any more than 
he found it by being selfish elsewhere. 


What is the immediate outlook for 
Homes for the Aged? The need grows 
apace, but even so it isn’t easy to 
present the challenge of this work to 


. the constituency which our Homes 


serve. People are somewhat more 
easily led to support other causes such 
as work among children where the re- 
sults are more spectacular and “prom- 
ising’. We must not forget that this 
work is equally pressing and even 
more “promising,” even as the Fifth 
Commandment promises, with lasting 
results in terms of happiness and 
spiritual good. 


Because Church people have been 
slow to respond to the pressing need 
of the work it has been hard to gain 
enough funds for capital improve- 
ments and operating expenses. As a 
result the discouraging and heartbreak- 
ing necessity continues of turning 
away needy and deserving folk for lack 
of facilities. Many of those we have 
had to turn away were men and wom- 
en who had given immeasurable serv- 
ice to the Church. 


The high quality of the service of- 
fered in our Homes — and it would 
be pointless to render any other kind 
— is necessarily expensive, especially 
in the area of medical and nursing 
service for which the demands grow 
daily greater. At the moment most of 
the Church’s Homes do not admit 
‘nursing cases,” but all provide for 


(Cont. on P. 20) 





PETER PLOTKIN 


“Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” 


(Matt. 5:39). 


A True Story 


He was an artist of no mean ability, 
a Russian Jew and a friend of Count 
Tolstoi. I first learned of Plotkin 
while conducting a “series of meet- 
ings” in a United Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia. One day in the pas- 
tor’s study I was attracted to a strik- 
ing picture on the wall, under which 
was the title, “Never Alone”. In the 
foreground of a battlefield frowned 
a bristling cannon, with a tiny stream 
of smoke issuing from the muzzle as 
though it had just discharged. Lying 
prostrate upon his back, a short dis- 
tance in front, was a soldier, appar- 
ently dying. Just above, in the air, 
hovered the pictured image of Christ. 
The title, “Never Alone” was very 
suggestive. 


I asked the pastor where he got it. 
He said it was a “copy” given to him 
by the artist, who was a member of 
his church. The original, he told me, 
was owned by the American Legion, 
who had offered a considerable sum 
of money for the best original paint- 
ing symbolizing that organization. 
The competition had been very keen 
between artists both in America and 
Europe. Plotkin’s painting had won 
the prize. 


That aroused my interest to ask 


BY WADE C. SMITH 


how did it happen that this talented 
Russian Jew had opened a studio in 
Philadelphia? Briefly the pastor told 
me. Plotkin had begun his career in 
Russia and had been converted to 
Christianity, whereupon the members 
of his family, including his wife, had 
“militantly” disapproved, resorting to 
every possible means to make him re- 
cant. 


Hostility on their part developed in- 
to persecution and they made it so 
uncomfortable for the artist that he 
abandoned his studio in Russia and 
fled to America. Landing in Phila- 
delphia, he identified himself with the 
United Presbyterian Church and 
opened a studio in that city. It was 
there he had painted the prize-win- 
ning picture for the American Legion. 


That further aroused my interest 
and I asked if I might meet this in- 
teresting man. But the pastor told 
me, “No, he has had to leave Phila- 
delphia, because members of his fam- 
ily followed him here and continued 
their persecution. He was forced to 
close his Philadelphia studio and has 
gone south somewhere” — he thought, 
to Texas. Plotkin had not disclosed 
his destination, and he had heard noth- 
ing more from him. 


That seemed to close the incident 
for me — but it didn’t. Here is the 
strange sequel: Some months later, I 
had a two weeks’ engagement at the 
First Presbyterian Church in Abilene, 
Texas. In a preliminary meeting a 
man in the audience offered a most 
uplifting prayer; it was in somewhat 
broken English, but I was thrilled 
by it. 


After the service I asked Dr. Knox, 
the pastor, who was the man who 
made such an earnest prayer. He 
answered, “He is a most interesting 
character. He is an artist, a Russian 
Jew, converted to Christianity. He 
came here from Dallas where he had 
a studio, but his brothers and wife 
so persecuted him there, attempting 
to get him back to Judaism, that he 
slipped away from them and came to 
Abilene, opened a studio and joined 
our church. But his family followed 
him here continuing their effort to 
get him to renounce Christianity, 


“One day recently they came to 
his studio for a last attempt. One 
brother advanced upon him exclaim- 
ing, ‘If you are determined to remain 
a Christian, do as your Master com- 
manded and turn the other cheek!’ He 
gave him a resounding slap on the 
side of his face. For an instant Plot- 
kin shivered in surprise and pain. 
Then he straightened his shoulders and 
presented the other side of his face. 
Again he received a stinging blow. 
It was enough. They couldn’t stand 
it. They turned and left the studio. 


“However, the experience had been 
too much for his wife. She returned, 
and, embracing her husband, accepted 
his Messiah for her own, while the 
brothers went back, to molest him 
no more”. 


The Rotary Club of Abilene engaged 
Plotkin to paint a life-size portrait of 
the president of the Abilene College, 
as a present to the college. It was 
finished while I was there and I hap- 
pened to be in the studio when the 
family of the president came to view 
and approve the work. The “subject” 
stood beside the painting and all were 
profoundly impressed by the perfect 
likeness in features and posture. It 
was as true a likeness as a camera 
would make. 


I have often wondered if I would 
ever see the Master’s challenge to 
“turn the other cheek” actually ac- 
cepted. For once I knew a man who had 
done that very thing. 
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EDITORIAL 





Honor Thy Father 
And Thy Mother 


“What shall 
father?” 


I do with my aged 


“What shall 
mother?” 


I do with my aged 


More than once I have been ap- 
proached by men and women with 
one or both of the above questions 
on their lips. Often they were peo- 
ple of means, living in comfortable 
homes, simply not wanting to be both- 
ered with the old folks, looking for 
my approval of their desire to stuff 
them away in a home for the aged. 


“You'll take them in and care 
for them and love them the way they 
leved you through your childhood,” 
I tried to say. “That’s what you’ll do 
with them.” 


In this day of a lengthening life ex- 
pectancy, we are rapidly approaching 
the time when as many as 30% of 
the people may well be over the re- 
tirement age. Our senior citizens are 
increasing in numbers. In many cases 
the problem of caring for the aged 
is an acute one. All over the coun- 
try homes for them are springing up, 
as evidenced by some of the news 
items printed in this issue of the 
JOURNAL. But the problem of the 
aged is not primarily the problem of 
State or Church care. The problem 
is one of filial devotion, of the Fifth 
Commandment. 


We are living in a day when some 
children have abdicated their natural 
and proper responsibility towards 
their parents. The philosophy of our 
time accepts it almost as a divine 
dictum that children must “live their 
own lives,” which usually means “‘in- 
dependent of the old folks’. This, 
somehow, has been viewed as a sort 
of inalienable “right’’ of children. It 


is somehow considered “contrary to 
nature” that a child should include 
in his own plans the needs of his 
parents. 

Such ideas are not so much as 
named among heathen peoples. In 
the orient, for instance, the old folks 


are the family’s number one concern. 
The good beds in the house belong to 
them and the children can sleep on 
the floor if needs be. 
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We could use some of that phil- 
osophy of the family in our Western 
culture. It is the view of the Bible, 
incidentally. The Fifth Command- 
ment is the First Commandment of the 
second Table of the Law, listed 
in order of priority above “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill,” or “Thou Shalt Not Commit 
Adultery.” It is the only Command- 
ment promising a reward and history 
records the fact that God stands by 
this promise in a most convincing way. 


There are very few family situa- 
tions these days in which some pro- 
vision could not be made for the old 
folks. Anyone who would beg to 
disagree with that statement is in- 
vited to make a trip to Japan where 
whole families live in one room — 
and the old folks are still respectfully 
given a priority corner. 


No family has an inalienable “right” 
to enjoy its comfort at the expense 
of the tranquility and the happiness 
of its old folks. Homes for the Aged 
are places for people who don’t have 
children with homes of their own. 
There are exceptions, of course, but 
too many people are pleading the ex- 
ception without just cause. 


You are thinking of the “mother-in- 
law problem” or the “son-in-law prob- 
lem?” Well, in some measure, at 
least, that problem grows out of the 
belief that mothers-in-law or sons- 
in-law are intruders in a situation in 
which they do not actually belong. If 
children believed, on the other hand, 
that their parents are a prime respon- 
sibility and that the veneration of 
age is a Christian virtue, things might 
be different. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if the Lord added that promise 
of blessing to the Fifth Command- 
ment precisely because it is sometimes 
hard — humanly speaking — to get 
along with inlaws. 


“What will you do with them?” I 
say. “If you are a Christian you'll 
take them in and you’ll love them, 
that’s what you'll do.” There may 
be exceptions, but the exceptions do 
not vitiate the rule. 





Retired Ministers And 
Part-Time Work 
Some time ago we received a letter 


from a retired minister complaining 
that the income from his Annuity had 
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been reduced by the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief because he had 
outside income in excess of $2,400 
for the previous year. After severa] 
letters back and forth to the Board 
we believe we finally understand its 
policy and we offer our understand- 
ing herewith to our readers. 


Ministers whose earned Annuity 
(paid through dues) is not large 
enough to give them as much as $2. 
400 a year from the Fund, receive 
out of Relief funds enough to bring! 
the total up to a minimum of $2,400. 
This extra, which is added as “pad- 
ding’ to small Annuities is subject 
to revocation if outside income sup- 
plies the difference. 


Earned Annuities, however, are not 
reduced for any reason. A man may 
be taken OFF the program if he 
goes back to work in the Church after 
retiring, but so long as he remains re- 
tired, or goes back to a congregation 
for no longer than the 3 months a year 
permitted (as occasional Supply, for 
instance) nothing will change the 
amount of his earned Annuity. If he 
works elsewhere than the Church 
(Sears Roebuck, for instance) he may 
earn as much as he pleases and will 
be considered retired. 


The point that is hard for most of 
us to understand is why a man may 
not retire . . . then continue to serve 
congregations on a supply basis with- 
out jeopardizing his Annuity income 
or going back on a dues-paying basis. 
The answer given by the Board seems 
to be that such an arrangement will 
almost inevitably lead to an “auto- 
matic age retirement” (ministers re- 
tiring at a certain age regardless of 
service rather than after a certain 
period of service as at present) which 
would necessitate increased capital 
funds and dues larger than the present 
10%. The Board is following the 
recommendation of Huggins and Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, experts in the 
field, who present several arguments 
against an “age annuity system.” 
Says the Huggins report of such a 
system: 

1) Payments made out of resources 
for retirement pensions to those who 
are not retired automatically decrease 
the resources available for pensions to 
those who are actually retired. (In 
other words, annuity pay- 
ments to men who have a continuing 


making 


income decreases money available for 
those who have completely retired— 


Ed). 


2) An age annuity system places 


1959 





inne Ar aa ty 


ae nines an 








‘ 
: 
j 
: 
; 





sio 
rec 
rec 
tin 
chi 
fre 
the 


om ~~ 2 = 4H 2 soo a sg 


am aft ea ©. @ar 








—sS -§ OO O82 SBS SS HS 


+ 2 = oe 








a premium on the services of a pen- 
sioner since he is enabled, through 
receipt of his annuity, to “work at 
reduced rates.”’ (In other words, let- 
ting retired men continue to serve 
churches will discourage these churches 
from calling active men to whom 
they will have to pay more money, 
and Annuity Dues—Ed.) 


3) The simultaneous payment of 
salary and annuity in effect consti- 
tutes a subsidy to the congregation be- 
cause, in addition to taking the 
amount of the pension into considera- 
tion in determining an appropriate 
salary, the congregation would also 
be relieved of the obligation to pay 
pension dues. 


4) An age annuity plan makes more 
difficult the transition from active 
service to retirement. (The rest of 
the paragraph goes on to explain 
that a man forced to retire at a 
certain age regardless of length of 
service may not have built up enough 
annuity to do him any good—Ed). 


5) (The matter of increasing 
longevity or of lengthening lifetimes) : 
Under an automatic age annuity sys- 
tem, any improvement in longevity 
would simply extend the period of an- 
nuity payments. Under a retirement 
system (as at present), however, the 
effect of improved longevity would 
be offset, at least in part, by the de- 
ferring of retirement. (In other 
words, the present system will en- 
courage a man to keep on working as 
long as possible and future extensions 
will presumably simply extend the re- 
tirement age—Ed). 


Now to our minds the above con- 
stitutes a convincing argument against 
any liberalization of policy which 
would necessarily lead to an “age an- 
nuity plan.” It also satisfies our 
minds respecting permanent or semi- 
permanent work of a Supply nature. 


As we understand the policy, a re- 
tired minister can be invited to preach 
in the absence of a pastor; to conduct 
a week of special services; or to oc- 
cupy an occasional vacant pulpit, as 
often as he is invited — even as often 
as 52 Sundays a year — so long as 
no permanent or semi-permanent ar- 
rangement is established between him 
and any church (or group of churches) 
that would do violence to the rule 
limiting such arrangements. Such a 
permanent or semi-permanent arrange- 
ment with one church (or group) 
would tend to promote the undesirable 
consequences mentioned above. 


A Layman And His Church 


Compromise vs. Negotiation 


We were recently riding with one 
of America’s great Christian laymen 
and the subject of compromise came 
up. This friend of many years raised 
a point we all will be wise to con- 
sider. 


Negotiation means the mutual ex- 
change of ideas until an agreement 
is reached with which both parties are 
satisfied. 


A has a horse to sell and B wants 
to buy it. B offers less than A asks 
but after an exchange of offers A 
and B agree on a price and the trans- 
action is closed. 


On the other hand, when moral or 
spiritual values are at stake, a devia- 
tion from these standards means a 
compromise. A asks B to take a 
drink. B has moral scruples against 
drinking, social or otherwise. A 
friendly argument ensues and finally 
B takes a drink. This was a com- 
promise in which B was the loser be- 
cause he sacrificed a moral principle 
to satisfy the importunity of A. 


The ability and the grace to say 
“No” is one which should be learned 
in childhood. It is in the formative 
years that young people should learn 
those moral and spiritual values which 
stem from the Bible and an under- 
standing faith in God and His Son. 
These values are fixed, not relative. 


We are not pleading for a rigid, 
negative religion. But we are appeal- 
ing for a moral stamina such as that 
exhibited by Daniel and his com- 
panions. How easy to say “Yes” and 
go along with the crowd! How lonely 
to stand alone! But we do not stand 
alone and the God Who is the author 
of moral and spiritual values is at our 
side and gives those who seek it the 
strength to stand against compromise. 


Human opinions may be negotiated 
or compromised but moral and spirit- 
ual concepts are eternal because they 
come from the One Who is Himself 
eternal. 


—L. N. B. 


OO 


HORIZON UNLIMITED 


It is impossible for us to under- 
stand the full implications of the sov- 
ereignty of God for in His sovereign 
being we are confronted with the su- 
pernatural rather than the natural; the 
eternal instead of the temporal; that 
which is heavenly as opposed to that 
which is of this earth; the things of 
God, rather than those of man. 


In the sovereignty of God there is 
involved: 


His omnipotence—a power, ability 
and authority which are unlimited in 
their scope. 


His omniscience — infinite knowl- 
edge, all-wise and all-enveloping. 


These attributes of God, before 
which we can but bow and worship, all 
lie behind what we often refer to as 
the providence of God. However, due 


to our human perspective and with 
our finite minds which are limited 
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by time, space and circumstance, we 
look at events and often bewail that 
which is taking place, not realizing 
that in calamities and adversities a 
sovereign God is working out for His 
own that which is for their good, His 
glory, and, for the advancement of 
His Kingdom. 


The early Church in Jerusalem was 
scattered by bitter persecution but that 
which seemed to them a calamity was, 
through the over-ruling providence of 
God, used by Him to scatter the Chris- 
tians and their message and bring the 
Gospel to Judea and Samaria. 


The sovereign God causes the 
wrath of man to please Him. He uses 
evil men and nations to accomplish 
His purposes and in ways we often 
little dream of. 


Persecution or adversity may dis- 
burse God’s servants but where they 
are faithful the Holy Spirit uses these 
scattered ones to witness. This same 
Holy Spirit makes their witness fruit- 
ful, enabling men to hear and believe. 


(Cont. on P. 20) 
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Y our Will probably names your wife or can help provide for the continuous ad- 
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sisters, and perhaps some of your old world. 


friends. Does it include a gift to further 
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an addition to your Will. Also, on re- 





les not too late to “remember” Him and quest, we will send you our folder on 
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“® Come Let Us Adore Him, Christ, The Bord” 


A Christmas Meditation, for personal worship, or with a group to celebrate His Birth. 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


(Select such features as will fit your time — an hour if alone — and serve your purpose.) 


(1) Preparation through Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11:1-6 and John 1:1-14. 
(2) Through lines from the old poem, “Foreknown” by Dr. Wm. Hervey Woods: 





“O Thou that camest past the stars, And past the utmost bound that bars 
Us from unguessed infinity, 

What hast thou seen along the road, What marvels vast Thy pathway strewed, 
The long, long path to Calvary?” 


I saw the sower down the brown fields striding— 

I heard the games the children’s feet were winging, 

I heard the price two tiny birds were bringing, That I remember yet. 

“Nay, Lord, but show some wonder done, Now or in times ere time begun, 
That flashes forth Thy Deity; 


Light with a look a new-made world, Or stay the swift hour onward whirled, 
Till we forget Gethsemane. 
“I knew, I knew, ere Eden’s rose was blowing. Prick of the twisted thorn— 
The nails, the darkness, and the warm blood flowing — I knew — and I was born.” 
e * > * . * * * 
(3) Now, are we ready to live The Christmas Story through, with Mary, as written for us by Luke: 

The Announcement, Luke 1:26-38, “I am the handmaid of the Lord” 

Waiting, Luke 1:39-45, and 46-55; “My soul doth magnify the Lord” — from “The Magnificat,” 
Mary’s Song of Faith and Praise, the first Christmas hymn. 

The Arrival in Bethlehem, Luke 2:1-5, “And while they were there the time came for her to be 
delivered.” 

The Royal Nativity, Luke 2:7-14, (Note the first “Christmas wrappings,” His “swaddling clothes.”’) 


These familiar lines, by Joyce Kilmer, focus our attention on our New-Born King: 


“The kings of earth are men of might, And cities are burned for their delight, 
And the skies rain death in the silent night, And the hills belch death all day. 


PR 


“But the King of Heaven, Who made them all, Is fair and gentle and very small, 
He lies in the straw by the oxen’s stall — Let us think of Him today.” 


(4) The First Christmas Visitors, The visit of the shepherds, Luke 2:15-20 — (Mary’s thoughts?) 


“Light of the world, the world is dark about Thee, Far out on Judah’s hills the night is deep. 
Not yet the day is come when men shall doubt Thee, Not yet the hour when Thou must wake 
and weep. 
O little One, O Lord of glory, sleep. 


“Love of all heaven, love’s arms are folded round Thee; Love’s heart shall be the pillow for Thy 
cheek. 

Not yet the hour has come when hate shall wound Thee; Not yet for shelter vainly must Thou 
seek. 

Rest, Little One, so mighty and so weak. 





“Lie still and rest, Thou rest of earth and heaven: Rest little hands — Our hope of bliss Ye keep; 
Rest, little heart — one day shalt Thou be risen — O new- born life, O Life Eternal, sleep! Far 
out on Judah’s hills the night is deep.” (Author Unknown) 


(5) The Presentation in the Temple, Luke 2:21-28: read old Simeon’s “Nunc Dimittis’, Luke 2:29-32. 
(6) The Worship of the Magi, with the first Christmas gifts; Matthew 2:1-12 — (ours now?) 
(7) In closing: if alone, read; if worshipping with others, sing, Phillips Brooks’ immortal hymn: 

j “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, making the last verse your own prayer: 


“O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray (or “to me, J pray’’) 

Cast out our sin, (or my sin), and enter in, Be born in us today. (Be born in me today.) 
We hear the Christmas angels (do you?) Their great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us (“Come into my heart, Lord Jesus”) Our Lord Emmanuel.” 


000 
Mrs. Askew, for many years identified with women’s work in our denomination, 
is the author of several books, a former field secretary for the Auxiliary (as it 
was then called). She has a son-in-law in the ministry, the Rev. C. D. Patterson, 
and a grandson, Samuel Curtis, at Union Seminary. Mrs. Askew will have a 


monthly feature in the JOURNAL in 1960. 
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SUNDAY SC 


CSS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 27, 1959 


God Our Help 


Background Scripture: Acts 12 


Devotional Reading: Joshua 1:5-9 


Our topic for today is a big one. I suppose all of 
us can look back over our lives and see many instances 
when, if God had not been on our side, we would 
have been “swallowed up quick”. I can remember 
so many times where God was my helper. So often 
“man’s extremity is God’s opportunity”. Before we 
take up our lesson about God helping Peter let us 
look at some of the familiar stories of the Bible that 
tell of God’s help. 


Our Devotional Reading from Joshua is one of these. 
Moses, the great leader of Israel, is dead and God is 
encouraging Joshua. Let me just read the passage as 
we find it in the Bible. “There shall not any man 
be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: 
as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: Be strong 
and of good courage: for unto this people shalt thou 
divide for an inheritance the land which I swore unto 
their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and 
very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do ac- 
cording to all the law which Moses commanded thee: 
turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that 
thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This 
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is writ- 
ten therein: for then thou shalt make thy way pros- 
perous, and then thou shalt have good success. Have 
not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest”. We know how faithfully God kept these prom- 
ises to Joshua; not one good thing that He promised 
did He fail to perform. Joshua had “good success”. 
He was both a soldier and a statesman, for he con- 
quered the land and then divided it among the Israel- 
ites. 


One of the most familiar and interesting stories in 
the Bible is the story of Joseph. The secret of Jo 
seph’s life is expressed in these words: “And the Lord 
was with Joseph and he was a prosperous man” (Gen- 
esis 39:2). One of the old translations reads, “And 
the Lord was with Joseph and he was a luckie man.” 
Any man is “lucky”, in the old meaning of that word, 
if the Lord is with him. Both Joshua and Joseph 
were true and loyal to God and the Lord gave them 


His help. 


Sometimes the Lord comes to our rescue when we 
are in dire distress and need. So many of the Psalms 
express thankfulness to God for His help in trouble 








By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


or sorrow. The refrain is often repeated as in Psalm 
107, “Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and He delivered them out of their distresses . . . Oh’ 
that man would praise the Lord for His Goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the children of men”. We 
can all appreciate these words for our God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. 


Psalm 46, from which I have just quoted, may have 
been written to commemorate the victory of Israel in 
the time of Hezekiah when the death angel smote the 
Assyrian army and delivered the kingdom of Judah. 
Hezekiah had taken the letter and spread it before 
the Lord and prayed for help and God sent that help. 


All through the Old Testament we find God helping 
His people in their times of need. When they were 
finally carried into captivity He did not forsake them. 
He was with the three Hebrew young men in the 
fiery furnace. He saved Daniel from the lions and 
exalted him in the eyes of the Gentile rulers. He res- 
cued His people in the time of Esther. 


When they came back from captivity His good hand 
was upon Ezra and Nehemiah in their building and 
reforms. 


Now, in the fullness of time, the New Dispensation 
has come. The Church, which in the Old Testament 
had types and symbols and the shadow of good things 
to come, now has a complete Gospel to preach and its 
mission to the whole world is restated and reempha- 
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sized. The disciples were slow to start on their world- 
wide mission, but persecution at last scattered them 
to the four corners of the earth, and they that were 
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the Word. 
At first they confined their efforts to the Jews but at 
last they began to preach to the Gentiles also. As 
the church grew it met more opposition. Then per- 
secution became violent under the leadership of Saul 
of Tarsus. After his conversion there was a lull in 
the storm as Saul became the object of the hatred 
of the unbelieving Jews. 


Up to this time the persecution of the disciples of 
Christ came mainly from the unbelieving Jewish lead- 
ers, especially the Sadducees, because of the emphasis 
laid upon the resurrection of Jesus. In today’s lesson 
the scene changes and we have Herod coming into the 
picture. The church not only suffered at the hands 
of the Jews, but more and more at the hands of the 
Roman government, some of whose emperors were 
very violent in their opposition to the new religion. 


The church needed help and God was in their midst 
to aid them. The miracle of Pentecost was a direct 
demonstration of the power of God. Then the dis- 
ciples themselves performed many miracles. Peter 
and John had been released from prison and God 
had helped them in many marvellous ways. Today’s 
lesson shows Him helping Peter and slaying Herod 
who had shut him up in prison. The lesson may be 
divided into two parts: Peter’s escape from prison and 
Herod’s death of a terrible disease. God defended 
His apostle and slew the wicked king. 

I. Peter's Escape from Prison: Acts 12:1-18 

“Now about that time Herod the king stretched 
forth his hands to vex certain of the church”. This 
was Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the great. 
He killed James the brother of John with the sword. 
This James became the first martyr of the apostolic 
band, Stephen not being an apostle. God does not 
save all His people and those He saves are sometimes 
killed later, as was Peter. In this chapter we have one 
killed and another spared for a time. We must be 
content to leave these matters in the hands of an All- 
wise God who does all things well. Do not confuse 
this James, the brother of John, with the other James, 
in verse 17 of this same chapter. 


“And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he pro- 
ceeded further to take Peter also”. The Roman Gov- 
ernors had a hard time with the Jews. They were 
difficult to manage and restless under their masters. 
Pilate weakly yielded to their demand that Jesus be 
crucified and now Herod tried to please them rather 
than see justice done. The higher Roman officials, 
in contrast with some of the centurions, were very 
weak and corrupt. 


Verse 5 is very important: “Peter therefore was 
kept in prison; but prayer was made without ceasing 
(earnestly) of the church unto God for him”. Notice 
several points of interest. For one thing, it was earnest 
prayer; they wanted what they prayed for. So often 
we “say our prayers” without caring much whether 
they are answered or not. Is the person, or thing we 
pray for, a real burden on our hearts? Do we feel like 
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Jacob, “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me?” 


They wanted God to help Peter. It does not say that 
they prayed for his release, for they seemed astonished 
when he was, but they certainly prayed that God would 
help. They went to the right One, the God Who can 
do all things and the God Who answers prayer. Then, 
the prayer was offered by the church. Where two or 
three agree Jesus promises to answer. Here the whole 
church was evidently praying. I remember when our 
church and another church in the same city were once 
praying for a sick one in our family and God gracious- 
ly heard the prayers. One of the greatest features of 
the Billy Graham Crusades is the emphasis laid upon 
prayer. 


God answered their prayer. While Peter was quiet- 
ly sleeping between two soldiers, bound to them with 
chains, the angel of the Lord came and the chains 
fell off. Following the angel, he went out of the 
prison, and the angel departed from him. God does 
not do for us what we can do for ourselves. Once 





outside, there was no longer any need for supernatural 
guidance. Peter went to the house of Mary, the moth- 
er of John Mark, where many were met together for 
prayer. We are familiar with the balance of the story. 
Are we as surprised as they were when our prayers are 
answered? Is our faith so weak that we do not expect 
an answer? Perhaps they were just not expecting 
such an immediate or spectacular answer. 


II. A Wicked King Dies: 19:23 


The next day, Herod examined the keepers and 
commanded them to be put to death. And then, “Up- 
on a set day, arrayed in royal apparel, he sat upon his 
throne and made a speech and the people cried, ‘It is 
the voice of a god not of a man!’ And the angel of 
the Lord smote him and he was eaten of worms and 
died.” So ended the career of one who defied God 
and persecuted the church. 


But the Word of God grew and multiplied. If 
God be for us who can be against us? 


YOUNG PEOPLES 








YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 27, 1959 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Taking Spiritual Inventory 


Scripture: I Thessalonians 5:15-25 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Am I A Soldier Of The Cross?” 
“Trust And Obey” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


With regard to progress, there is a familiar saying 
that “no one ever stands still”. We believe this is 
true even in spiritual matters. If we do not gain 
ground in our spiritual life we are losing 
ground. As we come to the last week in 1959 it is 
appropriate that we take a look at the spiritual pro- 
gress (or, maybe, the lack of progress) we have made 
during the year. We can call it “taking spiritual inven- 
tory”. Several of our young people will now suggest 
areas of the spiritual life which we should examine. 


First Speaker: 


One thing which indicates our spiritual growth is 
our faithfulness in church work and our attendance 
at church. The church and its activities cannot save 
us, but the Christian who does not attend church 
regularly cuts himself off from a very important source 
of spiritual nourishment. As we think over the past 
year, can we truthfully say that we have been increas- 
ingly faithful in attending the services in our church? 
(Go over at this point the services in your church 
which young people ought to attend: Sunday School, 
morning and evening worship, prayer meeting, youth 


meeting, choir practice, etc.) How many of us are 
regular attendants at all of these services? If the en- 
tire congregation attended with the same degree of 
faithfulness as the young people, would the attendance 
be better or worse? Let us also ask ourselves if we 
have undertaken any new work for the church dur- 
ing this past year, such as singing in the choir, or help- 
ing with Bible School. Did we refuse to do any job 
that we were asked to do? Have we offered our serv- 
ices to the minister or Sunday School superintendent, 
or some other adult leader? Can we say that we have 
grown in usefulness to the church? 


Second Speaker: 


An area of spiritual living in which it is harder to 
measure progress than in the matter of church attend- 
ance is our daily conduct. Have our deeds, words, 
and thoughts reflected more of the spirit of Christ 
during the past year than they did before? Other peo- 
ple are more likely to be impressed by our daily walk 
than by our faithfulness to the church. Can we truly 
say that we have grown in purity and Christ-like- 
ness? Do the things which are beautiful and true and 
good seem more desirable than they were before? Are 
the things of impurity, ugliness, and sinfulness less 
attractive than formerly? Spiritual progress is not 
meant to be hidden. (Read Matthew 5:14-16). 


Third Speaker: 


A Christian ought to witness for Christ. 
Acts 1:8). 


(Read 
We can witness very effectively by living 
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a Christian life before the world, but we ought to 
bear an even more definite witness. All of us know 
young people who are not professing believers in Christ. 
We know still others who have made a profession at 
some time, but whose Christianity does not seem very 
deep or meaningful. We ought to speak to some of these 
about their spiritual condition. During the past year 
have we won anyone to Christ? Have we really tried? 
Have we spoken to any of the so-called “nominal Chris- 
tians” about going all out for Christ? Unless we have 
witnessed in these definite ways, we have missed some 
very important opportunities for spiritual growth. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The Bible is our spiritual food. (Read Matthew 
1:4). We cannot grow strong as Christians unless we 
read God’s Word regularly and faithfully. If many 
of us ate our physical food in the same spasmodic way 
that we read the Bible, we would be terribly unhealthy 
people if we did not actually die. How faithful and 
systematic have we been in our Bible reading and 
study during 1959? Do we know much more about 
the Bible than we did a year ago? How many Bible 
passages have we memorized during the year? Do we 
understand the Bible any better than we did a year 
ago? If we have not made progress in our knowledge 
of the Bible, it is undoubtedly because we have not 
studied it faithfully and systematically. There ought 
to be a definite time every day for reading the Bible. 
We should not read as a mere ritual, but we should 
really study the Bible. A good practice would be to 
take a book at a time. Another helpful system is to 
study according to topics . . . see what the Bible has 
to say about “faith” or “love” etc. It is most im- 
portant not to neglect memorizing from the Word. 
(Read Psalm 119:11). 


Fifth Speaker: 


Prayer is one of the most important areas of ou 
spiritual life. If our prayer life has not improved 
during the past year, it is hard to see how we can 
have made much _ spiritual progress. A _ strong 
Christian must be in contact with his Lord. (Read 
I Thessalonians 5:17). Have we prayed to God more 
frequently during the past year than we did before? 
Have we prayed with a stronger sense of His presence 
and with an assurance that He hears? Have we 
prayed with greater expectancy than before? Those 
who grow strong through prayer have definite times 
for their praying, but they also “talk” to the Lord 
informally many times during the day. 


Program Leader: 


As we come to the end of another year, it is only 
natural that we take stock of ourselves. We think 
of the successes and failures of the year. We remem- 
ber with joy the accomplishments and attainments 
we have made and, perhaps, the honor we have won. 
If, however, we have not made progress in the spirit- 
ual realm, these other honors and attainments lose 
much of their meaning. (Read Mark 8:34-37). As 
we take spiritual inventory for the year which is 
past, let us make a new surrender of ourselves to 
Christ for the coming year. 


Closing prayer. 





Emergency 
Christmas Gift! 


This year, please make your 
gift to Ministerial Relief as gen- 
erous as possible— 


GOOD REASON WHY 


MAJOR 
MEDICAL BENEFITS 


Now Offered to 
RETIRED PERSONNEL 
$2,500 Maximum Benefit 





It will require $100,000 in 
additional gifts to finance this 
essential help for the aged. 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
341-C-Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Exec. Sec. 
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Women’s Work For 1960 


The literature for women for 1960 is better than last year’s. 


We do not hesitate to 


suggest that women’s groups studying faithfully the circle programs and the intensive Bible 
course, with their Bibles open, will receive a blessing through the exaltation of Jesus Christ 


and His Word therein. 


And, with but one exception (No. 9, which attacks both the trust- 


worthiness and the religion of the Old Testament), the General Programs are good. 


The study presented below is intended to be supplementary, for purposes of that additional 
Biblical perspective which the author, one of the outstanding Bible teachers of our time, can 


supply. 


(Supplementary) 
CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY 


CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


January: The Call To Christian Discipleship 
Matthew 4:18-25; 5:1-16 


Our theme is actually the theme of all twelve 
studies for the year. Each of them will begin with 
the same thought, “Christ is the unifying center.” 
Then it will go on to discuss some particular aspect 
of that thought. When you consider the theme, 
“Christ, the unifying center in Christian life and 
experience,” you are not confronting something in- 
tended to be mysterious; it is rather intended to be 
suggestive. In these lectures I intend to develop this 
theme as it is suggestive to me. At the moment I can 
think of several illustrations: 


For instance, the husband and father is the unifying 
center of family life, in the sense that he is the one 
who gives a name to the family; the one who is con- 
sidered to be the head of the family. Another illustra- 
tion is the relation of the trunk to a tree. The tree 
has many branches and leaves and flowers and fruit, 
all growing out of the trunk. As the trunk, then, is 
the unifying center of the tree, so we are to think of 
Christ as the unifying center of Christian life and ex- 
perience. He, Himself said, “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches.” As each individual branch grows out from a 
vine, so each individual Christian grows out from the 
One Lord Jesus Christ. He is the center and the unity 
of the whole in the sense that He brings all the 
branches together into one branch. 


We might use the figure of a shepherd and his 
flock. It is the shepherd who decides where the sheep 
shall go and when they shall go. He guides them to 
their appointed place. He protects them. He leads 
them to the place of shelter. In the sense that a flock 
is constituted, as it were, by the shepherd, so Christ 
is the unifying center of Christian life. 


To use still another illustration: as the President of 
our nation is the unifying center of our nation taken as 
a whole. The U. S. is made up of many millions of 
people. But the President speaks for them all. There 
is a sense in which he is their representative head. So 
Christ is the unifying center in Christian living. 


Manford Geo. Gutzke, D.D., Ph.D. 


Still another figure from Scripture: as the head is 
to the body, especially in its activities: as all the nerves 
that control the various bodily activities seem to be 
centered in the spinal cord and the head; and as the 
head seems to direct what the hands will do, what 
the feet will do, so Jesus Christ is the Head of the 
Church. He is the unifying center of Christian life. 


This theme, therefore, actually suggests a relation- 
ship. He is one Person, we are another. But we exist 
in relation to Him. He is the Saviour, we are the 
saved; He is the Lord, we are the followers. We are 
His disciples, His servants, and yet, with Him, all 
together, we are one. He is in us and we are in Him: 
“J am in you and ye are in me.” “Abide in me and 
I in you.” In that immediate, personal relationship, 
this idea of a “union” comes out. 


All of this is noted by the Apostle Paul. In 
Colossians 1:15-20, speaking of Christ, Paul says, “.. 
Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of every creature.” (A term, I think, wherein the 
apostle means to imply that He is the head of... 
He is beyond . . . He stands in front of . . . more 
important than . . . any created thing of God). “For 
by Him were all things created that are in Heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, principalities or power; 
all things were created by Him and for Him: and He 
is before all things, and by Him all things consist; 
and He is the Head of the body, the Church: Who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things He might have the preeminence.” (That was 
Paul’s purpose: to lift up the Lord Jesus Christ to a 
place in which everything that exists is related to Him 
and He is over everything). “For it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fullness dwell; and, 
having made peace through the blood of His cross, 
by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, 
I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven.” All of which is to say: “Christ is the unify- 
ing center.” 
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Certainly the Scriptures, over and over again, agree 
in this one testimony: that in Jesus Christ all that the 
Almighty God ever wanted to do in this world was 
done. The only channel through which Almighty 
God affects this world, is His Son. In ways that are 
beyond our full understanding, the Lord Jesus Christ 
made all things, and all things were made for Him, 
and He is above all things, before all things, and by 
Him all things hold together. That is the way the 
Bible puts it. And this series of studies is devoted 
to the various ways in which He is just that to Chris- 
tian people. 


What we expect to accomplish is a sort of survey 
of the various aspects of Christian life and experience 
in which Jesus Christ is Lord. 


THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP 


For our first study, the particular topic is, “Christ 
the unifying center . . . in the Call to Christian Dis- 
cipleship”. The thought that we are to pursue will 
be better understood, I am sure, if we keep the Scrip- 
ture passages in mind. There are two of these, both 
in Matthew. They need to be studied separately be- 
cause, while both have to do with the Lord Jesus and 
His disciples, they do not actually follow one another. 
Yet, we will look at them in succession. The first one, 
Matt. 4:18-25, is a very simple record of the Call of 
certain disciples. 


“Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon, called Peter, and Andrew, his brother, 
casting a net into the Sea, for they were fishers. And 
He saith to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.’ And they straightway left their nets 
and followed Him. And going on from thence He 
saw two other brethren, James, the son of Zebedee 
and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; and He called them. And 
they immediately left the ship and their father and 
followed Him”. Obviously, the thing stressed in this 
passage is the call of the Lord Jesus Christ. But what 
we have read is actually a call to service. 


I am going to propose to our thinking that these 
men were already disciples. It is possible to get the 
wrong impression from this story, if you assume that 
the Lord Jesus, a stranger, walked up to the shore 
where two men were fishing — their life-long occupa- 
tion — and said to those two men, “Leave your work 
and come, follow me.” Ordinarily this wouldn’t hap- 
pen. Men are not going to abandon their life’s work 
in a flash to follow a stranger. I am quite sure that 
Peter wouldn't have done it. Men like Peter, James 
and John made their living by commercial fishing. It 
was their business. And I cannot conceive those men 
dropping their business in order to go with a stranger 
at first invitation. 


But this is not the only record of the disciples’ call 
that we have. In John 1:40-42 we have the story of 
Peter’s first introduction to the Lord Jesus by Andrew 
his brother: “One of the two which heard John 
(that is, John the Baptist) speak and followed Him 
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first findeth 
his own brother Simon and saith unto him, ‘We have 
found the Messiah,’ which is, being interpreted, the 
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Christ. And he brought him to Jesus.” That was 
Peter’s introduction to the Lord. 


In the Matthew passage we have a Peter who had 
been listening to the Lord Jesus Christ, who had heard 
Him teach, who had been letting Him use his boat 
as a pulpit, who had cast a net into the sea at His 
command and had pulled it out brim-full of fish. He 
had already been impressed by the Lord Jesus. And 
now he heard His Call. 


The point I wish to make is this: when you have the 
call of the Lord, “Follow me and I will give you some 
work to do,” that word is not the first word you have 
from Him. That is the call to service, which only 
comes to people who are already His disciples. And 
so it was with Peter, James and John. 


THE CALL IS ALWAYS TO CHRIST 


However, there are elements in this study that we 
can learn from, whatever the stages of our personal 
experience. The first is: Christ is the One Who 
calls. Then, when He calls, it is to Himself. Re- 
member how He went by and found Matthew, a tax- 
gatherer, a money changer, sitting at his table, chang- 
ing money? He walked by and said, “Follow me!” 
And Matthew left his business and followed Him. 


The Lord put the finger on Himself. In this He 
indicates to us that an intimate relationship with 
Him is basic to service. We are called to be with 
Him and to have communion with Him. The word 
“Church” suggests this. It comes from the Greek 
word, “ecclesia,” which means “to be called out.” The 
Church is, after all, the “called-out company,” for in 
a basic sense, when the Lord Jesus comes in touch 
with us, He calls us to Himself. That always means 
that we must “come out” of where we were. You 
cannot “come” without “leaving” something. That 
thought is basic in the whole concept of our relation- 
ship to the Lord Jesus Christ. When He says “come,” 
we cannot begin to come until we are willing to “leave.” 
The Scripture says, “They forsook all and followed 
Him.” The forsaking of things which are natural 
and human is involved in responding to the call of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. That is more profound than 
I think we have time to explore, but it is a thought 
worth keeping in mind, because it suggests something 
that we need to recognize as basic in our whole out- 
look. 


Once again, the salvation of God through the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not an extension of our human ex- 
perience. It isn’t an improvement of our human ex- 
perience. We do not, as human beings, reach a stage 
of wisdom and virtue so good that we become Chris- 
tians. He calls us out of everything that we are, good 
and bad, to Himself, and basically this is the crucial 
action that we perform: we forsake ourselves — every- 
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thing about us — and turn to the Lord. That is the 
very essence of the deliverance we experience. 


Remember how the Lord Jesus one time said, “If 
any man will be my disciple, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow me”? “Denying him- 
self,” simply means that with reference to himself, a 
man says, “No!” He doesn’t blot himself out, he just 


says, “You don’t have first call.” 


Following Christ is the imperative that comes first. 
When we turn to Him, we must let go of ourselves, 
the things that we have and the things that we are, 
so that He may come first. There must be — there 
will be — a drastic separation from the things of 
our own. 


The Lord brought this thought into sharp focus 
when He said (Matt. 10:34-39): “Think not that I 
am come to send peace on earth; I came not to send 
peace, but a sword.” Rather strange to think of words 
like those from the Lord Jesus Christ. He wasn’t 
referring to “swords” between nations, but a “sword” 
insofar as our personal lives are concerned. In other 
words, the Lord Jesus didn’t come that I might re- 
pose at rest and at peace with reference to my human 
nature. He came to deliver me out of my human 
nature, and to accomplish that there must be a “sepa- 
ration.” 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 


Now in this first study another Scripture is sug- 
gested, Matthew 5. This, of course, is the first of 
three chapters on the Sermon on the Mount. This 
Sermon presents Christ as the One Who teaches us 
God’s will. In the matter of interpreting the mind 
of God to man, in other words, Christ Jesus is the 
authoritative Interpreter. At the end of the Sermon 
we read, “It came to pass that, when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, the people were astonished at His doc- 
trine. For He taught them as One having authority.” 
The Lord Jesus authoritatively, confidently, adequate- 
ly interprets the Will of God to us. What does God 
really want? The Lord Jesus answers, “Look at me.” 
“He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” God 
the Father had said, “This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased. Hear ye Him!” 


Now this Sermon, as the Word of God, is the au- 
thorized interpretation of the Old Testament, of the 
Law of God. If you really want to know what the 
Law of Moses meant, the Sermon on the Mount will 
tell you. This sets forth God’s Will for man. The 
Holy God, the Creator of Heavens and earth, Creator 
of man — what does this God require of man? The 
answer to that question was originally set forth in the 
Ten Words on Mount Sinai, which we commonly call 
the Ten Commandments of Moses. There we read 
what God requires. These words are interpreted 
throughout Scripture, but primarily and finally they 
are interpreted by the Sermon on the Mount. 


This Sermon, by the way, was not preached as some- 
thing that man could do; or that man would do; or 
that any man could do or would do. This is actually 
what God requires of man . . . which no man can do. 
What does the Holiness of God actually expect of 
Man? What, in other words, does the Law have to 





say? The answer is, the Sermon on the Mount. Now 
we need to remember that only Christ Jesus, of all 
Men on earth, ever fully, adequately kept that Law. 
Though we cannot keep it you and I will be judged 
by it before God, because He is holy. 


Why then, was the Sermon preached? In order to 
lead men to repentance. Anyone listening to this mes- 
sage would feel a “tug” towards repentance. In this 
Sermon, the Lord Jesus was saying the same thing that 
John the Baptist had said: “Repent and believe the 


Gospel, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 


How does one preach repentance anyhow? Just 
getting up and asking people to repent? That is not 
enough. If you don’t tell people any more than that, 
each will listen to his own conscience and whatever 
his conscience brings up will be the thing about which 
he will say, “Well, I ought not to have done that 
thing.” But such introspection is not likely to cover 
the situation adequately. 


Yet one must repent. How, then, can you properly 
repent? You repent — that is, pass judgment on your- 
self — only when you can know what you really should 
have been. When you have really seen what you 
should have been, then you can get the picture. And 
the impression will grow: “Woe is me, for I am un- 
done!” “I am not what I really should have been.” 
Such is the impression which grows when one reads 
seriously through the Sermon on the Mount. 


The Sermon on the Mount does not particularly 
offer you or me — or anybody else on earth — a way 
in which a human being can get right with God. All 
men have failed in the ways the Sermon indicates. No 
human being can keep the Law of God. Listen: 
“There is none righteous, no not one!” 


One might say, then, “Why is the Sermon in the 
New Testament?” It is there for the same reason 
that you teach the Ten Commandments to children. 
Why do you teach the Commandments to Sunday 
School children? Is it because you think they are 
going to keep them? Surely by now we know that no- 
body keeps the Law of God. Surely we realize that 
all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God. 
Why then do we teach the Law? We teach these 
things so that the hearts and minds of the students 
will become conscious of what the Holiness and Right- 
eousness of God actually is. The next step comes 
naturally: the certainty that “I am not like that!” 
This leads to repentance, and a turning to God. 


Then is the time to come forward with the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ: that Christ Jesus did what 
we could not do; and that He makes His righteousness 
available to all who come to Him by Faith. 


The key verse in this whole passage is the 20th: 
“Your righteousness must exceed the righteousness of 
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the Scribes and the Pharisees.” 
righteous men. 


is perfect!” 


That was a big order. 
For the Scribes and the Pharisees were meticulously 
But God expects more: 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in Heaven 
We can be thus only in Christ Jesus. 
In this sense, too, He is our unifying center. How this 
can be, in Salvation, we will see next time. 


Be ye there- Seminary. 


Ga. 
three........ $9.00.) 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
This study is also available on tape. 
The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 6, 
Ask for No. 243. 


Write: 


(4 Lessons on each tape, set of 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND 
RELIEF 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Retired workers 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States now have a coverage 
comparable to the Major Medical in- 
surance coverage being offered active 
personnel. 


The above has unusual significance 
in that the usual Ministerial Relief 
offered these persons combined with 
whatever income, if any, they might 
have had was just about enough to 
carry them along — but provided noth- 
ing for the emergencies of sickness, 
accidents, and medical expenses which 
plague the aged. While the benefits 
in the new plan are lower than those 
offered active personnel, the maxi- 
mum of $2500 will help many a re- 
tired person in the coming year. The 
cost per person per year is $150, with 
the retired worker paying only $50 
of this amount. Ministerial Relief 
must pay $100 of the cost. 


The plan is the result of much re- 
search and study. For years the 
Board of Annuities and Relief had 
been receiving letters from retired 
ministers, their wives or other depen- 
dents, and some retired, unordained 
employees telling of extreme difficul- 
ties in handling hospital and medical 
expenses. 


The Board presented a plan of 
“Group Major Medical Benefits for 
Retired Personnel and their Families” 
to the 1959 General Assembly which 
was unanimously approved, and the 
new Major Medical Program became 
effective July 1, 1959. 


Already files in the Board’s office 
are full of letters of endorsement and 
“Thanks” from the retired. Many 
have availed themselves of the new 
protection. 


Here, briefly, are some of the chief 
points. 


Who is eligible? Retired ministers, 
their wives, widows, and unmarried 


dependent children are eligible, as 
well as retired lay employees who are 
members of the Employee’s Annuity 
Fund, their wives, widows and un- 
married dependent children. 


Age Limit. The only limitation on 
age is that dependent children must 
be between the age of 14 days and 19 
years. 


What Benefits are Payable? The 
insurance pays 75% of covered medi- 
cal expenses in excess of $100 de- 
ductible paid by the insured — to 
a maximum of $2500. 


What is Covered? Covered medical 
expenses are your reasonable medical 
expenses prescribed by a physician for: 
Hospital charges, physicians’ charges, 
private registered nurses, anaesthesia, 
ambulance, diagnostic X-ray and lab- 
oratory examinations, drugs, blood or 
plasma, and oxygen. 


The following are also covered: X- 
ray, radium or radiological treatment, 
artificial limbs or eyes, braces, rental 
of hospital-type equipment, and other 
expenses as explained more fully in 
your certificate and employee booklet. 


Are cosmetic surgery and dental 
treatment covered? Yes, but only 
when treatment commences within 90 
days after accident which occurs while 
you are insured. Covered dental treat- 
ment is limited to injuries to natural 
teeth. 


Are routine eye refractions or eye- 
glasses covered? No, nor are hearing 
aids or their fitting covered expenses. 


Are nervous and mental disorders 
covered? Yes, but functional disor- 
ders require hospitalization for 30 
days before payment is made; benefits 
are then payable from the first day 
of hospitalization. 


Are pre-existing conditions covered? 
Yes, but $500 is the maximum benefit 
for any condition for which there had 
been treatment within the 90 days 
before becoming insured. This will be 
increased to the regular maximum 
benefit at the end of 90 days during 


PAGE 19 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 9, 1959 


which no treatment has been received 
for that condition, or the end of 365 
consecutive days during which the in- 
dividual has been continuously in- 
sured. Those who were covered un- 
der the Plan for Active Employees 
will have no limitations as to pre-exist- 
ing conditions. 

Are There any Limitations? There 
are some limitations, but only those 
which would be naturally expected. 

Is There a Physical Examination? 
No physical examination is required. 

Does One Have to Be Hospitalized 
to Realize Benefits? No. 


It is obvious why Ministerial Relief 
must cover most of the cost for fi- 
nancing this new plan. The Census 
Bureau says that though income for 
the average family in the United 
States increased last year (%% gain) 
the higher cost of living (3%) ate it 
all. For the most part, these are the 
people who receive raises to meet in- 
creased living costs. It’s obvious that 
retired people just feel more tightly 
the pinch. 


What this means is that $100,000 
additional must be raised by Min- 
isterial Relief this year to finance the 
program. Most of the money for 
Ministerial Relief is raised during the 








in lives # 
and your will | 
will live 

Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 


A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





Joy Gift season. With this in mind, 
all churches in our General Assembly 
are being asked to support this essen- 
tial program by substantially increas- 
ing their Joy Gifts. 


Believing the Scripture which says 
we should look after our own, the 
Board believes that through prayer, 
the nearly 900,000 members of our 
church will raise the required amount. 
A gift that will say “thank you” to 
that small band of people who served 
our church so long and faithfully — 
on so little. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 
BULLETIN: A deputation from the 


Board of World Missions, consisting of 
Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Asso. Sec. and 
Dr. L. N. Bell, Associate Editor of 
the JOURNAL, left Los Angeles by 
jet Dec. 8 to visit the troubled Church 
in Korea. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Miss Nolie 
McDonald of our Congo Mission has 
arrived in the U. S. for regular fur- 
lough. Gadsden, Ala. will be her home 
during the year. 


Arriving in December for regular 
furlough are the Rev. and Mrs. Ar- 
thur M. Lindsay and family of our 
Brazil Mission. They are scheduled 
to leave Brazil Dec. 10. 


A son, George Martin, was born 
Oct. 17 in Osaka, Japan, to the Rev. 
and Mrs. Lewis H. Lancaster, Jr., of 
our Japan Mission. They have four 
other children. 


Mr. and Mrs. John F. Bridgman of 
our Japan Mission announce the birth 
of a daughter, Alice Eleanor, in New 
Orleans, La., Oct. 28. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Over five 
hundred representatives of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., the UPUSA 
Church and the Cumberland Church 
gathered in the sanctuary of the Trin- 
ity Church here for a service of wor- 
ship, Nov. 18, celebrating the 450th 
anniversary of John Calvin’s birth. 


In an unusual service, the Geneva 
Liturgy of Calvin was followed as 
closely as possible, using “The Form 
of Prayers with The Manner of Cel- 
ebrating The Lord’s Supper,” trans- 
lated by Bard Thompson. The at- 
tractive program, prepared especially 
for the occasion, included the full 
liturgy, a brief history of the liturgy, 
a brief biography of Calvin, a sum- 
mary of the Reformer’s thought and 
reproductions of his seal, of the em- 





(Cont. from P. 7) 


those who come to need such service 
after they have been admitted. The 
promise that we do so is the greatest 
assurance that we can give an aging 
person (most especially one all alone 
in the world) who wants to know 
above all things, “What will happen 
to me if I get sick?” 


It may well be that in time our 
Homes will render more and more 
service along this line, for commercial 
nursing Homes as a rule are quite ex- 
pensive and many are poorly run. 
In the humble opinion of the writer 
any serious effort to make our Church 
Homes self-supporting would ultimate- 
ly destroy the real purpose and mis- 
sion of such Homes. I repeat: No 
one who can afford to pay the maxi- 
mum rate should be excluded. How- 
ever, priority should be established 
on the basis of greatest need and oft- 
times the greatest need is found where 
there is inability to pay among God’s 
elect saints. 


All things considered, there is rea- 
son to believe that a hopeful new day 
is dawning for the aging and that 
the Church will lead the way as it 
exercises its privilege to care for both 
its “widows and orphans.” To this 
end let us seek God’s guidance as we 
exercise faith that He will bless, be- 
lieving that He will inspire us to do 
our best in providing for those who 
taught us at their knees the eternal 
Truths of Almighty God. 


« ca ” 7 * 


Mr. Tapp is the Superintendent of 
the Presbyterian Home, Summerville, 


S. C. 





(Cont. from P. 9) 


How often we fail to grasp the tre- 
mendous significance of the promise: 
“And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpose.”.. The one 
conditioning clause is, “to them that 
love God’’, and we have the assurance 
that as His children we stand in the 
most wonderful position possible — 
a place where nothing can happen to 
us which is not for our good and for 
the glory of God. 


The Christian, secure in the love 
of God; in His sovereign mercy and 
grace; can look at the world with the 
steady eye of faith knowing that he 
is in the hands of the One who is 
omnipotent, omniscient and omnipres- 
ent and that for the believer, every- 
thing is for his good. 


Looking back in the pages of his- 
tory, sacred and secular, we can trace 
the hand of the sovereign God at work. 
In like manner we can look back and 
see His guiding and over-ruling provi 
dence in our own lives. 


Having such a God, who in the per- 
son of His Son has revealed Himself 
to us; and, who in the work of His 
Son has made it possible for us to 
draw nigh unto Him, how great 
should be our confidence, assurance 
and hope!! 


Little wonder that Paul says: “If 
God be for us, who can be against 
us?” And this God is the sovereign 
God of all the universe. 


—L. N. B. 





The Lord Is Blessing Our Work In Israel 


The need for expansion is tremendous. N ’ 
We are looking to the Lord in prayer and 
plead that you join us. 


Help Us Keep Them Smiling 


The Christmas season 


Haifa. 
already 


Orphanage in 
the “extension” 


is one 
importance to the children of our BETH-EL 
The 

purchased but 
until fully paid for or equipped will not 
permit the admittance of more children. 


Dr. Rosenberg. 
comforting one of our boys P 


Bulletin free on request. Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 
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House for 
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ae 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, Inc. 


258 Nerth Dillen Street 


Dept. SP 


Les Angeles 26, California 


PAGE 20 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / DECEMBER 9, 1959 





























blem of the City of Geneva and of the 
emblem of the Reformed Church of 


France. 
—H. R. Mahler, Jr. 





ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — Pres- 
byterian Center, Inc., has been finan- 
cially underwritten and the way has 
been cleared to proceed with construc- 
tion of new permanent housing for 
agencies of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., with offices here. 


Mr. Charles J. Currie, executive sec- 
retary of the Board of Annuities and 
Relief and chairman of the board of 
directors of Presbyterian Center, Inc., 
in making the announcement, stated 
that official boards controlling six 
major agencies of the Church have 
now voted to purchase shares in the 
property. 


The Board of Church Extension and 
the Board of Annuities and Relief will 
both buy one fourth interest in the 
property with $50,000 apiece. 


One eighth shares will go to the 
Board of Women’s Work, the Office 
of the General Assembly, the Board 
of Education which operates a book 
store on the property, and the Gen- 
eral Council. These four will pay 
$25,000 each. 


The resulting $200,000 will be used 
to pay off the indebtedness on the 
property and to go toward paying for 
the new building. The funds, which 
will be ten per cent larger than present 
needs, will be raised in Atlanta, with- 
out a general campaign, and from the 
six agencies. 





TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — January 17 
is the date of Stillman College Sun- 
day on the 1960 church calendar. Dr. 
Samuel Burney Hay, president of Still- 
man, urges churches throughout the 
Assembly to make this day a time to 
learn more about the College, to show 
an active interest in this work, to pray 
for the students and faculty. 


The General Council bulletin for 
January 17 will feature Stillman; also 
free leaflets can be ordered directly 
from Stillman College (P. O. Drawer 
483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama). 





DAVIDSON, N. C. — A $10,000 
grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foun- 
dation of New York was announced 
to the Board of Visitors today at 
Davidson College by President D. 
Grier Martin. 





‘Yi 


The youth of toda 
turn by the boys an 
generations. 


Making 


Their Future 


Secure 


will be succeeded by the youth of tomorrow, and they in 
girls of tomorrow’s tomorrow, and so on down through the 


Looking with the eyes of imagination the thoughtful person inquires, “What 
could I do to secure the future of the youth of our land?” 


An investment in a Christian college or seminary will help secure the future of 
youth not for a few years but for centuries. Endowment funds invested at Oxford 
University, which were given nearly a thousand years ago, are still serving youth 


today. 


Consider placing now in your will a Presbyterian educational institution. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 


SENIOR COLLEGES 


Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Georgia 
Arkansas College, Batesville, Arkansas 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 
Centre College, Danville, Kentucky 


Consolidated Presbyterian College of North 
Carolina, Laurinburg, North Carolina 


Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, 
North Carolina 


Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina 
Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
North Carolina 
Davidson College, Davidson, North Carolina 
Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, West Virginia 
Florida Presbyterian College, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden-Sydney, 
Virginia 
King College, Bristol, Tennessee 


Mary Baldwin College, Staunton, Virginia 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, South Carolina 


Queens College, Charlotte, North Carolina 


Southwestem at Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee 
Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 


Lees Junior College, Jackson, Kentucky 

Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk, North Carolina 

Montreat-Anderson Junior College, Montreat, 
North Carolina 


School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Missouri 
Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas 


SEMINARIES 


Presbyterian School of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Austin, Texas 


Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Geor- 
gia 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Virginia 


Seminary, 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


BOARD 








KEEP IT BRICHT 
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Proper Legal Name 


Acnes Scott Cotiece, Decatur, GeorGIA 
ARKANSAS COLLEGE 

AusTINn COLLEGE 

BELHAVEN COLLEGE, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
Centre CoLLece or KENTUCKY 


Fiona MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Peace Cottece, Inc. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE FOR MEN, INC. 


TRUSTEES OF Davipson CoLLEGE 
Davis AND ELx1tns COLLEGE 
FLORIDA PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT AND TRUSTEES OF HAMPDEN-SYDNEY 
CoLLEecE 


TRUSTEES OF KING COLLEGE, A TENNESSEE 
CORPORATION 


Mary Batpwin CoLiece, INCORPORATED 


BoarD OF TRUSTEES OF PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
aT CiiInton, Soutn CAROLINA 


QveENS COLLEGE, INCORPORATED, NORTH 
CAROLINA 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
STILLMAN COLLEGE 


BoarpD OF TRUSTEES OF WESTMINSTER COL- 
LEGE, FULTON, MISSOURI 


Proper Legal Name 


Lees Juntion COLLEGE 
Lees-McRae Cou_ece, INCORPORATED 
MONTREAT-ANDERSON JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Tue SCHOOL OF THE OZARKS 
SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


Proper Legal Name 


PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN Epvuca- 
TION, INCORPORATED 
AUSTIN PNESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


CoLuMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 


NARY, INCORPORATED IN KENTUCKY 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN VIRGINIA 


q DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 









The grant, designated for David- 
son’s chemistry department, will be 
used in conjunction with other funds 
to provide increased space and labora- 
tory equipment for the department. 





CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — (PN) 
— Rivermont Presbyterian Church 
here has signed a contract with a local 
construction firm for the erection of 
their new $114,000 educational unit. 


Since the church’s organization some 
two years ago the 99-member con- 
gregation has been holding services 
in a renovated garage building on their 
property. Sunday School classes are 
being held in a public school across 
the street. 


The Rev. Harry W. Phillips is pas- 
tor of Rivermont Church. A recent 
graduate of Columbia Presbyterian 
Seminary in Decatur, Ga., he was a 


businessman for eight years prior to 
going into the ministry. 





HOUSTON, Tex. —(PN)— In one 
year, the surplus medical supplies pro- 
ject of the Brazos Presbytery Men of 
the Church has shipped drugs valued 
at $44,518 to mission hospitals and 
clinics. 

This was told the 75 men attending 
the Fall Rally of that group, held at 
Camp Cho-Yeh near Livingston, Tex. 


Out-of-pocket cost to move these 
supplies to points where they are need- 
ed was $320. The depot here, central 
collecting and shipping points, was 
bulging with other supplies estimated 
in value equal to the quantity already 
shipped. 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — (PN) — 
A church which grew out of a wom- 
en’s group celebrated its 35th anniver- 





ALEXANDRIA, La. — In a chal- 
lenging project, Pioneers of the Jack- 
son Street church of Alexandria have 
collected over $5000 worth of medical 
supplies for use by medical mission- 
aries supported by the church. 

Begun through the interest of Dr. 
Rufus Craig, internist of Alexandria 
and adult advisor of the Pioneers, the 
project benefited from the generosity 
of several local physicians, both Pres- 
byterian and otherwise, and the in- 
terest of at least one drug supplier 


caf =e 


who contributed several cartons of 
drugs when he heard where the 
samples were going. Directions for 
packaging and mailing came from the 
Board of World Missions in Nashville. 


Gathered about a table on which a 
portic. »f the shipment has been dis- 
played are pictured, from left, Marilyn 
Quantz, Patty Smith, Jenny Lee, 
Buddy Lee, Rudy Davis, Jimmy Mo- 
rock and Don Holcombe. The Rev. 
John C. Neville, Jr., is the pastor. 
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sary with services during the first 
week of November. 


The Central Park Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham had its begin- 
ning in 1923 when a small group for 
women was organized by the Fairview 
Presbyterian Church in the new resi- 
dential area of Central Park. 


In 1924 a mission church was or- 
ganized at the home of Mrs. J. B. 
Pegues, and the first meeting was held 
in a Methodist church nearby. The 
Rev. J. Allen Anderson, first pastor of 
Central Park church, began his min- 
istry July 25, 1925. Present were 42 
members. 


Present pastor, the Rev. Ernest H. 
Flaniken, began his ministry at the 
Central Park church in November, 
1957. His anniversary sermon was 
titled ““A Godly Heritage”. The church 
now has 484 members and a Sunday 
School enrollment of 366. 





LAURINBURG, N. C. — According 
to an AP dispatch dated Nov. 25, Dr. 
Ansley C. Moore, formerly of Thomas- 
ville, Ga., Mobile, Ala., and Clear- 
water, Fla.; and now pastor of the 
Sixth United Church in Pittsburgh, 
Pa., has been named first president 
of the new Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of North Carolina. 


Dr. Moore’s acceptance of the post 
was announced by Hector McLean, 
chairman of the board of trustees of 
the college now under construction 
just south of here. The appointment 
is effective Jan. 15, 1960. 


First classes at the new college — 
a consolidation of Flora Macdonald 
College at Red Springs, Peace Junior 
College at Raleigh and Presbyterian 
Junior College at Maxton are sched- 
uled for next fall. 





RALEIGH, N. C. —(PN) — The 
State Supreme Court here has received 
for the third time an appeal in a con- 
troversy involving the consolidation 
of Flora Macdonald, Peace and Pres- 
byterian Junior colleges. 


Four trustees of Flora Macdonald 
are seeking to declare invalid a con- 
solidation agreement filed in the sec- 
retary of state’s office in May, 1958. 


Their action was non-suited by Su- 
perior Court Judge Clarence W. Hall 
in Robeson County last May. An ap- 
peal was then taken. The trustees 
are Mrs. Raymond Adams, Dr. C. T. 
Johnson, H. D. Jones and Miss Mary 
McEachern. 
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PREACHING THROUGH THE BI- 
BLE, by Joseph Parker. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids. Vols. XVIII and 
XIX. 375 pp. each. $3.50 each. 


An able expositor of the Bible is 
one of the gifts of God to the church. 
Joseph Parker has a conspicuous place 
among the brilliant expositors of Scrip- 
ture in the English speaking world. 
Parker’s ministry was devoted to the 
unfolding of the Word of God and 
he was a champion of evangelical 
Christianity. 


Almost all of “The People’s Bible” 
was spoken first from Parker’s pul- 
pit. As a matter of fact this series 
of volumes came out of seven years of 
Biblical preaching. From 1884 to 
1891 the Sunday morning and the 
Sunday evening and the Thursday 
morning sermons went into “The Peo- 
ple’s Bible’. 


These two volumes show that Park- 
er possessed remarkable qualities of 
utterance that gave him a command- 
ing power of appeal. He was direct 
and straightforward. There is no 
ambiguity in his speech. On one oc- 
easion Parker said, “If anyone would 
excel in useful public speaking he 
must first have something to say; sec- 
ond, say it audibly and tersely; third, 
say it as if he meant it; and fourth, 
not care one button for pedants, 
critics, and purists.” 


This counsel was the standard of his 
own style. 


Each chapter is preceded by a pas- 
toral prayer. Each of these prayers 
elevates the soul and should be helpful 
to ministers in learning how to pray 
for people’s needs. Here is one speci- 
men. “We commend one another to 
Thy gentle care. Leave none without 
a blessing. Let the old man renew 
his youth and on this opening sum- 
mer day recall the spring of his glad- 
dest life. Speak to the busy man lest 
he should forget eternity and the con- 
sequence of his devotion to dying time 
— on the young let the dew of thy 
blessing and the light of thy sanctifica- 
tion rest all the days of their lives. 
Heal the broken hearted, dispossess 
those who are tormented with demons, 


curb the unholy passion and finally 
destroy it. Hear the prayers that can- 
not be spoken that are too sacred for 
words that go up to Heaven in plead- 
ing, yearning sighs and answer such 
according to the tenderness of thine 
own grace.” Such expositions and 
prayers as contained in Parker’s works 
are still relevant to our own day and 
needs. 

—John R. Richardson, 

Atlanta, Ga. 


D.D. 





KITCHEN COMMUNION, by Cor- 
nelia M. Renfroe. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Virginia, 47 pp. $1.50. 


Kitchen Communion is an unusually 
delightful little devotional book that 
is designed for today’s housewife who 
may be overwhelmed by the frustrat- 
ing turmoil of everyday family life. 
One feels that this volume of prayers, 
devotional thoughts, and Scripture 
will not be placed unread on the back 
shelf of the family library. 


A first reaction to the book might 
be that the intimate personal chatter 
and soul-searching of the narrator 
could have been eliminated. However, 
on more careful examination, it seems 
that at last we have received “— the 
giftie — to see ourselves as others see 
us.” Indeed, the interest one develops 
in the problems and awakening faith 
of the narrator makes one eager to 
read the Scripture and devotions that 
helped her. Familiar passages of 
Scripture tend to become more mean- 
ingful when related to modern wom- 
an’s unique situation and personal 
needs. 


The format of this volume is ex- 
tremely attractive. Colorful, spar- 
kling designs of customary kitchen ob- 
jects appear throughout the book. The 
devotional materials are printed on 
colored pages so they can be found 
easily for repeated use long after 
the account of one woman’s personal 
problems has served its purpose. 

—Virginia Langston 
Alexandria, Louisiana 





CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY 
LIVING. Frances Vander Velde. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. $2.00. 
119 pp. 


Written in very plain language, this 
book can be understood and appreciat- 
ed by anyone who will take the time 
to read it. Its fourteen chapters deal 


with such subjects as “Christian Mar- 
riage”, “Harmony in the Husband and 
Wife Relationship”, “Parents and Ed- 
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ucation”, “The Stewardship of Leisure 
Time”, “Personal Bible Study”. Fol- 
lowing each chapter are a dozen or 
more questions relating to the ma- 
terial covered, making the book use- 
ful as a study text for elective courses 
offered in some Sunday Schools. A 
young peoples’ class could benefit 
greatly from this. It is available in 
paperback for $15.00 per dozen. 


There are literally hundreds of 
Scripture references indicated in pa- 
rentheses, but it is doubtful that any- 
one who intends merely to read the 
book will bother to go thumbing 
through his Bible to look them up. It 
would probably double the reading 
time! However, the genuine Biblical 
orientation is refreshing, and a com- 
plete absence of technical terms fa- 
cilitates reading. 

—Rev. Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 








Bargain! 
INVALUABLE NEW 
TEACHING AIDS 

by Standard 
Get Both for Only $3.50 


Grab this bargain today! For only $3.50 you 
get a $3.95 value in aids for more effective 
Sunday school teaching and study: LESSON 
COMMENTARY, 448 pages, with 8 pages of 
helps for every 1960 International Uniform 
lesson ($2.95); and new BIBLE ATLAS, 17 
full-color maps, 16 pages historical sketches 
covering all areas studied, $1.00. 
COMMENTARY organizes and graphically 
presents each lesson, discusses application, 
with truth for daily living, lesson quiz, visual 
aids, teaching plan. All true to the Bible. Pro- 
fusely illustrated; beautifully bound. ATLAS 
helps you understand where and how it 
happened. Books may be bought separately. 


wy At your Bookstore, or 
By STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 














MINISTERS 


James M. McLean, from Kilgore, 
Texas, to 2613 Powell, Gatesville, 
Texas. 


Archie L. McNair, from Villa Rica, 
Ga., to Box 223, North Belmont, 
N. C. 


Samuel R. Diehl, from Concord, Pa., 
to 801 Dewey Ave., Hagerstown, 
Md. (Ret.) 


S. D. Sladden, Jr., from Hillsville, 
Va., to 14525 N.W. 16th, Mi- 
ami, Fla. 


MISSIONARIES 


Rev. and Mrs. C. D. Wallace — 
Congo — on furlough at 1204 Ren- 
nie, Richmond, Va. 


J. G. M. Ramsey, (H.R.), from 
Crane, Texas, to 3422 Edgemont 
Dr., Orange, Texas. 


DEATHS 


Andrew Reid Bird, (H.R.), died 
Nov. 19 in Washington, D. C. Of 
the 54 years he spent in the min- 
istry, 45 were as pastor of the 
Church of the Pilgrims, Washington. 
Conspicuous among his peers, at his 
death he was Treasurer of the Gen- 
eral Commission on Chaplains and 
a Vice President of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance. 


Mrs. Marie Dubose Burns, wife of 
the Rev. Wm. P. Burns of Wrights- 
ville Beach, N. C. and daughter of 
Dr. Henry Wade Dubose, died Nov. 
20, after a long illness at home. 
A memorial is being established by 
the Session of the Chapel on the 
Boardwalk. 


Mrs. T. B. Southall, Sr., mother of 
the Rev. Thompson B. Southall, Jr., 
Executive Secretary of Concord 
Presbytery, died in Statesville, N. 
C., Nov. 11, after an extended ill- 
ness. 





LETTERS 


CHURCH AND STATE 

With reference to your editorial de- 
tailing a number of incidences in the 
U. S. whereby the Christian religion 


or even the mention of the Name of 
God is being suppressed: all this ef- 
fort, as you know, is conducted under 
the guise of a moral protection of our 
younger generation from outdated 
fairy tales. The odd part about it is 
that I do not see any recorded in- 
stance where there is any resentment 
against the degrading influence of hav- 
ing to handle coinage with “In God 
We Trust” on it. Could it be that 
those who are so interested have a 
conscience no thicker than a_ thin 
dime? 
—Mahlon Weis 
Pensacola, Fla. 





“NOT RECOMMENDED” 


In your Nov. 18 issue of the JOUR- 
NAL you seem surprised and hurt 
that a Presbyterian church should not 
recommend your fine JOURNAL. The 
answer, I am sorry to say, is only too 
obvious. You have dared to oppose, 
indeed even to expose, to some extent, 
the evil conspiracies of our time, rep- 
resented, in part, by the N.C.C.... 


It is sad, but true, that our Presby- 
terian Church, (UPUSA) through its 
unfortunate Social Action and Educa- 
tion program and magazine have pro- 
moted the branding of patriotic 
groups as “hate” groups. 


We, the people, need a real min- 
istry that preaches Christ from the 
pulpit and not politics. 


—Mrs. Leo Brady 
Towson, Maryland 





Regarding your comment in the 
Nov. 18 issue . . . I think that the 
editor of that “newsletter” is not a 
spiritual leader. Probably he fears 
that if the JOURNAL is widely read 
by the members of his congregation 
he would be shown up to his disad- 
vantage. I cannot conceive of a true 
minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
finding any fault with the usual con- 
tent of your magazine. 


—Thomas M. Fowler 
Columbus, Ga. 


We certainly are grateful for the 
flood of support which has come in on 
the heels of these letters. Presby- 
there abund- 
ance |—Ed. 


terians and in 


are, 





POTPOURRI 


I have read the few criticisms made 
against the changes in format and 


content but believe that they are hard- 
ly justified, for this is the only Chris- 
tian magazine in many homes and thus 
the greater variety now included such 
as “Around the World” is helping 
give many Christians a wider outlook. 
—Kenneth L. Barnes 
Nathalie, Va. 





Personally I enjoy the few format 
of the JOURNAL. But I do wish more 
accurate proofreading and _ styling 
be done. It’s very disconcerting, for 
example, to find spelled-out numbers 
in one part of the magazine and fig- 
ures some place else. Or to run into 
misspelled words or incorrect punc- 
tuation. The JOURNAL seems to have 
a habit of throwing commas in where- 
ever there’s a little space for one, 
and putting quotes in the oddest 
places. 

Basically, 
very much. 

—(Miss) Montylou Wilson 
Chicago, IIl. 

You can fool some of the people 

some of the time . . .—Ed. 


I enjoy the JOURNAL 





i want to express also my apprecia- 
tion to you for the JOURNAL’S new 
“dress” and for continuing the firm 
stand for historic Presbyterianism. 

—(Rev.) Samuel R. Diehl 
Concord, Penna. 





I am glad to see on page 1 this 
week (Oct. 28) a selection from Wade 
Smith’s TESTAMENT FOR FISHERS 
OF MEN, and to note that 600,000 
plus copies had been printed. If Bro. 
Smith had nothing else to his credit, 
which, however, is only one among 
many services, that will insure his 
realizing in full measure (II John 8). 

—C. A. Rowland 
Georgia Bible Institute 
Athens, Ga. 





I am overwhelmed with reading ma- 
terial, but the JOURNAL has always 


been a favorite with me. I hereby 
salute the fine work that you have 
been doing and will continue to do. 
—Frederick Nymeyer 
The LIBERTARIAN PRESS 
South Holland, II. 





The 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
A Magazine with a positive, fear- 


less, honest message—faithful to the 
Presbyterian Church it serves. 
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